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THE PHILADELPHIA CONVENTION 

Under the able leadership of President Cattell the business 
session of the Philadelphia Convention made great advances in ad- 
justing the methods of the Society to present day conditions. Every 
member who reads carefully the new Constitution printed as a 
supplement to this number of the Quarterly must recognize that it 
is better calculated than the older form to direct the activities of a 
growing and complicated organization. A smaller group of leaders 
in the new Executive Committee takes the place of the former Coun- 
cil which had grown until its membership with the new chapters 
just added would have equalled forty. So large a group can not 
transact business by mail and scattered as it was from the eastern to 
the western limits of our land no one could hope to convene it even 
for a single annual session. The delays and confusion resulting 
from this condition were serious. In entrusting control to a smaller 
body the Society of the Sigma Xi is following a tendency thoroughly 
approved in modern business organization. 

Attention should also be directed to the radical change made in 
the method of granting new charters. Under the new law each 
application is considered by the Executive Committee and their 
recommendation is transmitted to the individual chapters for infor- 
mation merely since final action is taken by the annual convention. 
This is not likely to modify former standards for granting charters, 
but it will do away with the former unfortunate delays. It will also 
permit more accurate inquiry into the circumstances of an individual 
case and will place the Society in possession of fuller information 
when the time for final action arrives. 

The long pending question concerning types of membership and 
basis for elections to Sigma Xi was debated very earnestly and fully. 
The final vote shows that a considerable majority thinks that some 
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change is desirable, and perhaps it indicates equally that the right 
method has not yet been worked out. The Yale position so ably and 
eloquently presented by Professor Tracy influenced enough votes to 
determine the final result. It is certainly appropriate to add that 
this position was strengthened by the attitude of the Yale Chapter 
at the close of the debate in moving a request for a report to the 
next convention on plans for securing greater elasticity in member- 
ship in different chapters. 

The University of Pennsylvania Chapter proved unequalled as a 
host. Never has the annual dinner been given in so attractive an 
environment and never have the delegates been served better in 
every way. Those present carried away a sense of personal obliga- 
tion to the members of the local chapter that will hold the event 
bright in their memory for a long time to come. Fortunately the 
attendance was large, perhaps the largest yet recorded at an annual 
dinner. It was also well distributed through the chapters and repre- 
sentative in every way. Certainly it was fortunate for the delegates 
from the new chapters at Washington, D. C, and at the University 
of Texas to be welcomed to membership in the active circle at so 
successful a convention. 

With this issue the Quarterly appears in a new dress. The 
slight change in form permits the utilization of more space for text 
matter. The contract for printing the volume has been awarded to 
the George Banta Publishing Company, Menasha, Wisconsin. They 
are anxious to make the publication in every way worthy of the 
Society. Members will undoubtedly appreciate the new make-up 
and type face. It may be that other modifications will not appeal so 
strongly and the Editorial Committee will be glad to receive definite 
suggestions concerning the form or style of the present number. 
Constructive criticism would aid greatly in making the publication 
useful to the Society, provided members will make their suggestions 
direct to some member of the Editorial Committee. The most 
valuable hint is lost if it is not sent personally to the committee. 
Chapter secretaries and others are reminded that all corrections for 
mailing lists and all matter for the Quarterly should be sent to the 
Managing Editor and not in any case to the publisher. 



